
STATION 31 TASK FORCE * UPDATE 
 
TASK FORCE ACTIONS SINCE OCTOBER 6, 2003 
 

• On October 6 the mayor appointed two panels of experts, one in health screening 
and the other in epidemiology, to investigate health complaints from firefighters 
who have worked at Station 31. Both panels also include representatives from the 
firefighter unions, Station 31 and the Fire Department and are ready to begin 
meeting the week of October 27.  

 
• Representatives from Prezant Associates, Inc have completed a series of meetings 

with members of Station 31 and prepared a Test Protocol for the building. After a 
series of questions by Task Force members, Prezant’s Protocol was approved. For 
a list of those questions, and Prezant’s answers, please see www.seattle.gov/fire. 

 
• For a summary of Prezant’s Test Protocol, as well as a full description of the tests 

being done on Station 31, please see www.seattle.gov/fire. 
 

• At their request, Local 27 leaders will receive copies of correspondence related to 
Station 31 issues sent to its members. 

 
• A list of people who have worked at Station 31 since 1971 was developed over 

the summer by employees at the station. Local 27 has agreed to provide the Fire 
Department with this list so it can be cross-checked with Department records. 

 
• Joe Coultman and/or Phil Jose from Local 27 will work with Chief Morris and/or 

Chief Tipler to develop a written contingency plan for Station 31 members should 
relocation of the station become necessary. 

 
• A confidential telephone line (206-684-0440) and e-mail address 

(station31.healthline@seattle.gov) has been established for anyone who believes 
they have had health problems, and who has worked at Station 31, to 
confidentially report their concerns. Every person who calls will be responded to 
by a health professional from the Seattle-King County Health Department. 
Edsonya Charles and Paul Atwater will discuss Local 27’s request to be provided 
with the information about its members, and former members, who send 
information to the email address or call the helpline. 

 
• The City will post updates on the Station 31 Investigation Web site, including the 

number of people have sent emails or called the helpline (no contact information 
on these people will be made available). 

 
• Local 27 requested a copy of the draft medical information release form that will 

be sent out to Station 31 members. A draft release form will be presented at the 
Epidemiology and Medical Screening Panel meetings for their review. Local 27 
has a representative on both panels. 



 
• A supplemental budget request to address issues at Station 31 will be sent to the 

City Council. A copy of this request will also be sent to Local 27. 
 

• The City will hire a project manager, through the Health Department, to 
coordinate the work of the medical screening and epidemiology panels. 

 
• The Task Force will meet every two weeks. By Friday, October 24, Task Force 

members will notify Edsonya Charles if they have a conflict with the proposed 
meeting schedule.  Local 27 will also notify Edsonya of “essential Task Force 
members.” 

 
* Please see www.seattle.gov/fire and you’ll find a link to a list of task force members. 


